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The Combination of the Discourse of “Superstition” and the Policy of“Using Temple Property for Educational Undertakings” :
A Study on Prohibition of Idolatrous Procession in Late Qing Sichuan

LI Lu
(School of Governance s Nanjing University s Nanjing 210023,China)

Abstract: The promotion of new education in late Qing Dynasty is both an important aspect of state building and one of
the objectives of the NewPolicyin late Qing Dynasty. Due to the lack of financial resources and the difficulty in raising
funds, the Qing government proposed to use the properties of temples and organizations, including the annual rituals
such as the idolatrous procession,to raise funds for new education or to usethem in other areas of the new policy which
became the direct cause of the official ban on idolatrous procession during the New Policy Period from 1901 to 1911. At
the same time,idolatrous processionwas viewed as “superstition” and the prohibition of it began to be part of the prac-
tice of anti-superstition and opening up the minds of the people. The banning of this ritual in Sichuan illustrated how
the discourse of “superstition” and the policy of using temple property for educational undertakings were combined and
brought into political practice during the New Policy Period, which became a frequent tactic of the regime thereafter.
Pushing*anti-superstition” by the “state” is the difference between the prohibition and the traditional ban during the New Poli-
cy in the late Qing Dynasty,and itsdiscussion can help to grasp the significance of the New Policy in modern state-building.
Key words:idolatrous procession; New Policy in the Late Qing Dynasty;anti-superstition; using temple property for edu-
cational undertakings
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