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Split Urbanization and Dependent Urban-rural Relations in Agricultural Counties in the
Central and Western Regions: Taking X County in Gansu Province as An Example

AN Yongjun
(Faculty of Humanities and Social SciencessBeijing Social Management Research Base »

Beijing University of Technology ,Beijing 100124 ,China)

Abstract: County is an important entry point for the development of urban-rural integration,and the central and western
agricultural counties are important spatial nodes for urbanization. Does county urbanization promote the integration of
urban-rural relations within the county? Through the case analysis of X County in Gansu Province, the study found
that : County urbanization is a split urbanization in which the production and living spaces of rural families are separated.
The county has become a non-productive consumer city.and its development is based on rural families. Based on the in-
ternal resource transfer,what is generated is the dependent urban-rural relationship of the rural areas serving the coun-
ty. The dependent urban-rural relationship is generated by the urbanization model of land driven by education under the
constraints of the hollowing-out of industries,and has led to the following two social consequences.Firstly,the instru-
mentalization of education has led to the polarization of urban-rural education. Secondly.the instability of urbanization
has led to an overdraft of rural family resources.To truly realize the new people-oriented urbanization and the integrated
development of urban and rural areas,county urbanization should assume the following three functions: transitionin the
development of rural families,urban-rural integration within the county,and complementarity with the urbanization of
large and medium-sized cities.

Key words: county urbanization; urban-ruralrelationship;education; government;farmer;land finance;student mobility
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