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On the Connotation.Form and Aesthetic Features of Locative Art:
A New Form of Public Art Practice After Virtual Art

ZHANG Zhongmei
(School of International Studies ,Southwest University ,Chongqing »China ,400715)

Abstract: Traditional digital practice produces a kind of virtual experience that is separated from the physical body and
physical presence,thus is featured by a mind-body split. The third wave of computing represented by ubiquitous compu-
ting brings about the algorithmic turn and the locative turn, which gives rise to locative art as a new form of digital pub-
lic art practice following the virtual art.Based on ubiquitous computing and resorting to locative media, GPS (Global
locative System) , RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) , Wi-Fi (Wireless Fidelity, that is, wireless network protocol)
and other locative, sensing and communicative technologies and devices,locative art refers to the diversified art practices
that are characterized by mobile situation,mixed time and space,interconnected everything and embodied performance.
With code, ubiquitous interfaces and the network of things as its basic structural elements,locative art practices fall into
three main categories,namely,location narrative,location mapping and location game.In experiencing the locative art,
participants generate multiple kinds of affects concerning places, events and relationships through embodied perform-
ances,such as listening.annotating, mapping, presenting and enhanced interacting. During this process,a beauty of e-
mergence is arising as a result of the participation of everything,novel generation and enhanced relationship.As a mate-
rial return of virtual art,locative art successfully links the technical rationality and the poetic affection through the co-
presence of technology and art,virtuality and materiality, rationality and affection. As such,locative art represents the
future development of art in the current increasingly technicalized habitat of human beings,and thus deserves further
attention, exploration and practice from the domestic art circles as well as the academic circles.

Key words: locative art;ubiquitous computing;virtuality and materiality;digital public art;beauty of emergence
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