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A Historical Study on the Mechanism of the Cities’ Coping with War in the Tang Dynasty

LIANG Kemin
(Institute of culture and history,Shaanxi Academy of Social Sciences,Xi'an »Shaanxi Province .710065)

Abstract: Because of the intensification of various political contradictions, many wars broke out in the Tang Dynasty.
These wars have caused serious damage to the infrastructure, population and economy of the city,resulting in a serious
crisis for the city. Therefore,cities in the Tang Dynasty took many measures to deal with the war crisis before,during
and after the war.Before the war,the Tang government increased the strength of the city,repaired the walls, moats and
other defense facilities,and increased the reserves of weapons, grain and other materials.In wartime, the city govern-
ment should do a good job in military mobilization, collect civil servants,ask for help from neighboring cities, centralize
the distribution of personnel and materials, enforce martial law,and strengthen urban patrol. After the war, the city gov-
ernment needs to rebuild urban facilities,reduce taxes and attract population,so that the city can recover from the war
as soon as possible. The Improvement of the war response mechanism of the cities in the Tang Dynasty strengthened
the city’s defense force,improved the city’s survival ability,and reduced the damage of the war to the city.

Key words: the Tang Dynasty;cities; war;crisis response
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