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Central and Local Government: A Study on the Contribution Price and the Institutional
Adjustment in the Xianfeng and Tongzhi Period of Qing Dynasty

XU Cunjian
(School of History and Culture , Shandong University s Jinan 250100,China)

Abstract: Contribution is an important source of financial revenue for the Qing government. After the Taiping Rebellion
broke out in the early years of Xianfeng,the Qing government made a large Contribution to increase financial revenue.
The Ministry of Household, the provinces and the Military Financing Department competed to collect contributions and
reduced the price,which led to chaos in the contribution, and ultimately seriously damaged the official administration
and had a bad impact on the society. After Tongzhi,the Qing government raised the price of the magistrate of Dao,Fu,
Prefecture and County through classified pricing; In 1859 and 1869, patterns were added two times. The contributor
must report the patterns to the Ministry of Household to get the assigned. In addition, miscellaneous expenses such as
printing fees,distribution fees,and donation exemption recommendations were transferred to the Ministry of Household
for collection,and the donors were required to pay full amount silver. The adjustment of the contribution system not
only increased the financial income of the Ministry of Household, but also objectively increased the cost of contributors.
Only by deeply understanding the process of institutional change can we objectively evaluate the contribution system in
Xianfeng and Tongzhi periods of the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Late Qing Period;contribution; price;finance
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