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Encountered Cultural Communities and Converged Artistic Destinies:
Intellectual Choices and Artistic Divergence between Yan’an and New York in “1942”

DUAN Yundong. AN Yanling
(School of Fine Arts s Southwest University ,Chongqging 400715 ,China)

Abstract: In the yearsbefore and World War 11, Marxist theory spread widely across the globe. Intellectuals and artists
from China,the Soviet Union,and the United States continually engaged with,absorbed,and transformed Marxist ide-
as,leading to cross-lingual shifts. In Yan’an, Mao Zedong delivered a speech titled “Talks at the Yan'an Forum on Lit-
erature and Art” in May 1942, marking the beginning of a turning point in 20th-century Chinese culture. In Mexico Cit-
ysin July 1942, Austrian surrealist artist Wolfgang Paalen raised three questions about Marxist theory in the journal
“DYN,” hastening the process of depoliticizing art in Europe and the Americas. This effort led New York intellectuals
to more explicitly align with “American art” and modern art theory. Centered around the pivotal year 1942 and situated
within the contexts of Yan’an and New York as core regions of artistic transformation, this study addresses three key
issues-Marxist theory, ideology, and artistic direction. Revisiting the fundamental theme of art history writing, this
work examines the comprehension of Marxist theory in the 1940s and its artistic implementation. By exploring the ar-
tistic production logic of “theory study -problem transformation -artistic evolution” across linguistic boundaries at cru-
cial moments, particularly in relation to art,it provides insights into the converging and diverging trajectories of global
artistic production and cultural development. This study also contributes to the cross-fertilization of art history writing.
Key words: Marxism; chronicle; historiography ; community consciousnessintellectual choices
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