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Appeals for Collecting Poems of Folk Songs and Ballads:
Expression of the Mindset of Scholars and Implicit Value Orientation

WANG Zhiqing
(School of Humanities  Xidian University s Xi'an 710126 ,China)

Abstract: “ Appeals for Collecting Poems of Folk Songs and Ballads” refers to the calls made by scholars and literati
since the mid-Tang dynasty for the substantial reinstatement of the poetry collection system,and the hope for the impe-
rial court to reestablish the position of poetry collectors,indicating the desire for poetry to be officially selected and rec-
ognized. This appeal was initially articulated by Bai Juyi during the early and middle years of Emperor Xianzong’s reign.
Bai Juyi transformed the tradition of poetry collection, which had been politically driven,into an intrinsic value pursuit
among scholars. The appeals for collecting poems of folk songs and ballads encompass both institutional and personal
expectations, reflecting the mindset,identity awareness,and life values of scholars. These appeals carry emotions of an-
ticipation, resignation, disappointment, and even indignation, becoming distinct literary phenomena expressed through
poetry and prose. From the mid-Tang to the Song and Yuan dynasties,the appeals for poetry collection shifted from ex-
ternal institutional demands to internalized motivations. Scholars consciously embraced the mission of poetry collection
and engaged in voluntary poetry creation,thus profoundly reflecting their journey of seeking and reconstructing individ-
ual values. By investigating appeals for collecting poems from a subjective perspective, we can gain a nuanced under-
standing of the intricate relationship between political systems and the mindset of scholars.
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