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The Historical Proof of the “Four Commons” : Focusing on the Contributions of
Various Ethnic Groups to the Unification of China’s Territory in the Qing Dynasty

DENG Tao
(School of Marxism ,Shanghai Jiao Tong University . Shanghai 200240 ,China)

Abstract: The Four Commons (Territory. History.Culture,and Spirit) has emerged as a pivotal framework for the in-
vestigation and exploration of the historical evolution of the Chinese national community and the establishment of a uni-
fied multi-ethnic state. Among these aspects, “ Territory” assumes a foundational position within the paradigm of the
“Four Commons”.In the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties, the expansive expanse of the Chinese landmass witnessed
the emergence of numerous regional political entities. Among them.the Later Jin regime, which later transformed into
the Qing Dynasty, progressively assumed the crucial role of unifying the Chinese realm, ultimately achieving an unprec-
edented consolidation in the Qianlong regime. In the process of unifying the territory of the Qing Dynasty,diverse eth-
nic groups actively participated and played an important role, making contributions to the unification of China in the
Qing Dynasty. This proves that “our vast territory was jointly developed by all ethnic groups”.,the notable figures and
significant historical experiences embedded within this progression warrant comprehensive investigation and critical a-
nalysis.

Key words: the four commons;the Qing Dynasty; multi-ethnic groups; territory; the unification of China;Chinese nation-
al community
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