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Democracy as Justice: Political and Philosophical Realm of Whole-Process People’s Democracy

YU Genxiong
(School of Marxism ,Zhejiang University s Hangzhou 310058 ,China)

Abstract: In the history of western political philosophy,democracy and justice have been in a complex relationship. De-
spite Plato and Aristotle’s confusion over the “best regime” and Hobbes and Rousseau’s dispute over the publicity of
the “sovereign”,or Rawls’s issue of the effectiveness of “property-owning democracy”,it has been shown that the re-
conciliation between democracy and justice is difficult to go further within the original framework. Developing whole-
process people’s democracy based on socialism with Chinese characteristics may provide a new solution to this historical
problem. The connotation of whole-process people’s democracy lies in the principles that all state power belongs to the
people.and state power is people’s power. In the structure of whole-process people’s democracy,people,as a “truly uni-

‘

versal hierarchy”,are the class basis of rights; The “whole process” realizes the “people’s self-regulation” and demon-
strates the practical effectiveness of the system;the people being the masters of the country is the political and ethical
standard of a well-ordered society, which adheres to the idea that “the principle of form is the principle of material”.
The unity of individual and community, the unity of rights and good, and the unity of freedom and equality together
constitute the value of whole-process people’s democracy.

Key words: political philosophy; whole-processpeople’s democracy; Chinese modernization;state power; well-ordered so-

ciety;rights and goodness
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