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Symptom Analysis and Possible Solution of Fetishism in the Digital Age

ZHU Chunyan, WANG Zhuolun
(School of Marxism s NortheasternUniversity s Shenyang 110619 ,China)

Abstract: Digital fetishism is a new form of fetishism generated by joint work of digital technology and capital. In the
contextof data dominating human beings,what is underlying is the capitalization for technology, which shows the per-
ceptual logic of digital technology utilizing social resources to form a religious field. The virtual place constituted by
digital technology has become a new field of capital accumulation. Under the manipulation of capital,digital technology
has gained an all-round control over human production and life,and the new form of capital exploitation has brought a-
bout comprehensive alienation. The application of digital technology is an inevitable requirement for the development of
productive forces. To eliminate digital fetishism,we need to deeply understand the practical direction of Marx’s criti-
cism on fetishism. Starting from the three dimensions of system,culture,and technology.we should reform the capital-
ist system as a way of guiding and standardizing the healthy development of capital with the socialist system. We
should rebuild the value rationality and cultural ecology of the digital age with advanced socialist culture,and develop
the democratic potential of digital technology to protect people’s rights and interests. Since the 18th CPC National Con-
gress,the theory and practice of digital governance in China have contributed Chinese ideas and approaches to the fun-
damental solution of digital fetishism and the construction of a new digital civilization.

Key words: digital fetishism;digital capital; technology capitalization; data capitalization; social power; capital logic; data
governance
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