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Innovative Point, Strategic Risk and Action Prospect of
New Liberal Arts Talent Training Model Reform in China: A Cross-Case Study

YU Zhaoda
(1. Institute of Education s Xiamen University » Xiamen361005,China ;
2. Center for Teaching and Learning Development s Xiamen University s Xiamen361005,China )

Abstract: The reform of the new liberal arts (NLA) talent trainingmodel is not only a top priority in the NLA construc-
tion, but also a key to improving the training quality of liberal arts professionals in China. The cross-case study based
on 17 typical cases shows that the three important incisions in the reform of China’s NLA talent training model are the
reshaping of the positioning of liberal arts majors through conceptual innovation, the optimization of the liberal arts cur-
riculum system through knowledge intersection,and the upgrading of teaching efficiency through technology empower-
ment. These practices have further opened up the prospects of NLA in China,but also brings hidden risks such as the
weakening of disciplinary and professional characteristics, the dilution of knowledge value,and the substitution of edu-
cational technology,which are likely to trigger the drift dilemma of liberal arts professional orientation, the ontology
crisis of liberal arts curriculum knowledge,and the reduction in educational interaction. In this regard,emphasis should
be placed on “liberal arts oriented” and reaffirming the educational characteristics of liberal arts majors. Liberal arts ed-
ucation should adhere to the principle of “being broad in the outside and deep in the inside” and tap into the potential of
liberal arts knowledge for talent training.It needs to pay attention to “high-level integration” as a way of promoting mu-
tual learning in the education process through digital humanities.

Key words: new liberal arts;talent training mode reform;knowledge intersection;technological empowerment;cross-case
study
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