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Trades among the Three East Asian Countries from the Early 17th to the Mid-18th Century:
With a Focus on the Trade between Beijing Huitong Mansion and DonglaiWakan

ZHANG Yueying, DIAO Shuren
(School of History and Culture , Northeast Normal University sChangchun 130024 ,China)

Abstract: Pre-modern East Asia was closely interconnected in terms of politics, culture,and economy. From the early
17th century to the mid-18th century,the Sino-Korean trade centeringon Beijing HuitongMansion,and the Japanese-Ko-
rean trade centeringonDonglaiWakan were interrelated and intertwined with each other.jointly forming the trade and
business circles of the three East Asian countries. Korea imported raw silk from Qing Dynasty through the Beijing
HuitongMansion and then sold it to Japan through the Wakan. The Japanese silver obtained from the trade once again
became Korea’s trade capital and was invested in the HuitongMasion trade,thus building a trade bridge between China
and Japan for the “silver silk trade”as a way of promotingthe trade circles of the three East Asian countries. After the
middle of the 18th century,under the influence of Japan’s restrictions on the export of precious metals,Japanese silver
recasting,and the increase import of raw silk by British East Indies Company,Japan witnessed a reduction in silver ex-
ports and Korean raw silk imports were interrupted,so the trade and business circles of the three East Asian countries
gradually declined.

Key words: Huitong Mansion; Wakan; three East Asian countries;trade; changes
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