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Institutionalized Operation of Informal Governance:
Administrative District and the Path Choice in the Modernization of Township Governance

YUAN Mingbao
(Institute for Rural Revitalization Strategy » Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: As a kind of informal organization setting,the administrative district constructs an intermediate structure of
entity nature between the township and the village-level governance unit. Featuring with institutional stability, infor-
mality and low cost,the administrative district becomes the extension of the township power. Although it has increased
the “principal agent” level within the township, the administrative district remains advantageous in transcending the
constraints of the bureaucratic system through the formal setting of the administrative system and informal operation in
practice. With the help of incentive mobilization and organizational restructuring, it realized effective governance. With
the help of the redistribution of human resources inside the township, it carries on the mechanism innovation without
changing its system and realizes the institutionalized operation of informal governance. At the same time.the adminis-
trative district also matches the needs of the current rural social transformation and governance transformation,and be-
comes a feasible path to explore the modernization of township governance in the context of strong national governance.
Key words: administrative district;informal governance;quasi-administrative organization;institutionalized operation;ad-
ministrative contracting ; modernization of township governance
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