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Capital Proliferation,Labor Alienation and Algorithmic Power:
The Three Dimensions of the Contemporary Western Left’s Critique of Capitalist Digital Labor

LIU Zhuohong"*,GUO Xiaoqing®
(1. School of Marxism ,Guangxi Normal University sGuilin 541004 ,China ;
2. School of Marxism ,South China Normal University sGuangzhou 510631 ,China)

Abstract: Inthe era of big data,the digital economy is advancing rapidly,and digital technology is reshaping human soci-
ety at an unimaginable speed. Both the form of living of the main body and the input of means of production have taken
a new form. As all social elements are incorporated into the digital track,digital labor has come into being. The Con-
temporary Western Left examines the latest development of capitalism,carries out a panoramic critical investigation of
capitalist digital labor based on the three dimensions of capital proliferation,labor alienation and algorithmic power,and
considers the interaction between labor and capital, subject and world, technology and liberation reflected behind it. It
provides useful enlightenment for us to further understand the changes and characteristics of alienated laborunder capi-
talism,explore the changes in the relationship between digital labor and capital logic in the era of big data,and carry out
the criticism of today’s digital capitalism.

Key words: the Contemporary Western Left;digital labor;digital capitalism;algorithmic power;alienation
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