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Evolution, Characteristics, and Optimization of Rural Education Policy in China’s Modernization Process:
A Textual Study Based on the Key Points of the Work of the Ministry of Education from 1987 to 2022

HUANG Huan"*,LI Xiang®
(1. School of Education Science s Nanjing Normal University s Nanjing 210097 ,China ;
2. College of Education ,Guizhou Normal University ,Guiyang 550001 ,China)

Abstract: To clarify the evolution and changing characteristics of China’s rural education policy is of practical significant
implications for advancing the modernization of rural education with Chinese characteristics. Using the Ministry of
Education’s Work Points from 1987 to 2022 as the subject and employing a “three-dimensional and six elements”
framework and text research, this study examines the key areas of focus within rural education policies over the past 36
years. The findings reveal that China’s rural education policies have undergone three distinct phases:steady reform,rap-
id development,and systematic advancement. The content analysis method is used to investigate the distribution of ru-
ral education policy concerns in the past 35 years. Regarding content evolution,the mechanism reform element has con-
sistently been a central focus,exhibiting both continuity comprehension throughout the policy process. Elements such
as educational equity, school infrastructure, and teacher development have gained increasing attention, reflecting the
compensatory institution and different needs of rural areas. The assessment and evaluation element has received com-
paratively less attention,suggesting a focus on the efficiency. In terms of value changes the rural education policy has
experienced a process of prioritizing the efficiency to fairness.from order to {reedom.{rom focusing educational exten-
sion to emphasizing the quality enhancement. To improve the content system of rural education policy,it is necessary to
polish the innovative elements.optimize educational equity to serve the rural areas. Additionally,broadening construc-
tion strategies and overcoming path dependencies in teacher development are crucial. Lastly,it should be recognized that
the diversity within rural areas and prioritizing the development of robust assessment and evaluation mechanisms for
rural education quality are essential for continued progress.

Key words: modernization of rural education;rural education policy; Key Points of the Work of the Ministry of Educa-
tion; policy changes
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