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Sl

Impact Mechanism of Entrepreneurship Education in Universities on College Students’
Willingness to Return to Start Businesses in Rural Areas:Based on Moderated Mediation Test

WU Yelin, XU Han
(Faculty of Education s Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: College students returning to and starting businesses in rural areas is a strategic initiative for China’s rural re-
vitalization while “willingness” is a prerequisite for college students to be able to go back and stay. Entrepreneurship
education in universities is a feasible path to activate college students’ willingness to return to and start businesses in
rural areas,as well as to shape their capabilities for such endeavors. A questionnaire survey was conducted on 907 col-
lege students from five provinces using the Entrepreneurship Education Scale, Rural Attachment Scale,and the Willing-
ness to Return-to-and-Start-Businesses-in-Rural-Areas Scale. The results showed that the willingness of college
students to return to and start businesses in rural areas is at a moderate level. But the willingness of rural college
students was higher. Entrepreneurship education can directly influence college students’ willingness to return to and
start businesses in rural areas,and indirectly through the mediating effect of rural attachment. The place of origin can
regulate the direct predictive effect of entrepreneurship education on college students’ willingness to return to and start
businesses in rural areas,as well as the mediating effect of rural attachment. To enhance the willingness of college
students to return to and start businesses in rural areas,it is necessary to strengthen the strategic guidance of rural revi-
talization, highlight digital empowerment and practical integration,and optimize the training model for rural entrepre-
neurial talents. The embedding mechanism of rural sentiment needs to be improved to provide a mental prerequisite for
rural attachment. Efforts are also needed to break through the constraints of traditional career choices and reshape the
symbolic meaning of returning to and starting businesses in rural areas in the new era. Additionally, strategies should
aim to optimize the rural entrepreneurial environment and increase the appeal of rural entrepreneurship.

Key words: entrepreneurship education in universities; return to run businesses in rural areas; willingness to run busi-
ness;rural attachment;place of student source
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