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System of Co-governance between Monarchs and Officials and Biao in Official Documents in the
Western Han Dynasty: A Discussion on the Discourse Generation of Chen Shi Biao

SONG Wenjie
(School of Language and Literature sUniversity of South China s Hengyang 421001,China)

Abstract: In the Western Han Dynasty, the two systems, monarchy and “Co-governance between Monarchs and Offi-
cials” , were dependent from each other. And the legitimate power status of officials is granted by the political system.
Official documents and political systems are closely linked. In the Western Han dynasty.compared with other literary
genres such as Zhang (F),Zou (F),and Yi () ,Biao (#) can better demonstrate the independent power status of
the officials. The document form of “No Blank Heading”, the discourse style that does not emphasize “to inform” or
“to submit”,“to discuss on confidential matters”, the content that can go beyond laws and regulations to impeach or
recommend, the theme of emphasizing virtue to supervise the monarch,and the monarch’s emphasis on ministers sub-
mitting Biao are all manifestations of the independent power status of the ministers in this case. The status of the sub-
ject power of officials can be demonstrated through the system of Biao and its discourse, which stems from the recog-
nized governance power of officials by the political system. The discourse form of Liu An’s Jian Fa Min Biao (Remon-
strate to Conquer Min) is generated under such background,and the discourse generation of other Biao is also influ-
enced by that. The discourse analysis of Biao from the perspective of the co-governance between monarchs and officials
is an interdisciplinary study that actively reflects on the system through discourse, which is different from the general
research from the perspective of “authoritarianism”,

Key words: Co-governance between Monarchs and Officials ; official documents;discourse of Biao;Jian Fa Min Biao (Re-
monstrate to Conquer Min) ; Emperor Wu of Han;Liu An
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