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Construction of Literary of Ecological Holism through a Taoist View of Nature:
Comparing Shen Congwen’s and Thomas Hardy’s Novels

LIU Yuejie
(Center for Com parative Literature and Cross-Cultural Studies ,College o f
Foreign Languages and Cultures s Xiamen University s Xiamen 361005,China)

Abstract: With the intensification of global environmental problems and China’s in-depth exploration of ecological civili-
zation construction,ecological holism,as a philosophical thought that emphasizes the integrity and intrinsic value of eco-
systems, has gradually become an important topic of academic research. The core idea of ecological holism is to regard
the overall interests of the ecosystem as the highest value. The uniqueness of domestic ecological holism research lies in
its strong criticism of the separatist worldview and anthropocentrism influenced by Western dualism. Taking two repre-
sentative writers of Chinese and Western rural literature, Shen Congwen and Thomas Hardy,as examples,it is found
that in the social context of fierce urban-rural conflicts and prominent ecological problems, the literary works of the two
writers construct different forms of holistic ecology in the fictional worlds of Xiangxi and Wessex. Under the guidance
of the Taoist ecological holism of nature,the two writers’ novels show the characteristics of relational self and the aes-
thetics of silence,which form a cross-temporal and spatial dialogue of ecological philosophy and can provide a basis for
exchange and mutual learning among civilizations in terms of ecological holism.

Key words: ecological holism;nature; Taoism;Shen Congwen; Thomas Hardy
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