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“Maritime Sovereignty” and Governance of Territorial Waters During the Reign of Charles I

CHEN Jian
(Department of History sShanghai University s Shanghai 200444 ,China)

Abstract: During the reign of Charles I, the British government placed great emphasis on maritime affairs, particularly
by maintaining “maritime sovereignty” to drive the governance of territorial waters. King Charles I had a strong ambi-
tion for the exploitation of the oceans,but he ascended to the throne just as the global crisis of the 17th century erup-
ted, which slowed down Britain’s overseas expansion and challenged its coastal defense. To address the crisis,Charles 1
focused on “maritime sovereignty”, constructing a maritime order centered on Britain in the surrounding waters. A-
gainst this backdrop,the British authorities actively used the navy to govern maritime frontiers, especially by requiring
foreign ships to “strike their flags” to British vessels,ensuring Britain’s political dominance in the surrounding waters.
Charles I's assertion of “maritime sovereignty” fueled maritime nationalism,boosted the country’s maritime status,and
laid an important foundation for future governance of their maritime borders. The governance of maritime borders by
Charles I's government indicates that this period was by no means an era of neglecting the oceans;on the contrary,it
played a crucial role in bridging the past and the future,promoting the transformation of British maritime power from
an era of expansion to one of consolidation and strength.

Key words: Charles I;“maritime sovereignty”; governance of territorial waters; maritime order;crisis of the 17th century
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