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Metaphor : Political Expression of the “Mirrors for Princes” in the 15th-Century England

ZHU Wenxu
(Department of History s Peking University s Beijing 100871 ,China)

Abstract: As a unique genre presented to the kings and nobles, “mirrors for princes” has been widely circulated in West-
ern Europe from ancient to modern times and plays an important role in the politics and political thoughts. Based on a
clear understanding of the general condition of “mirrors for princes”, this paper examines the context, motivation,and
interpretation logic of its writing and submission in the 15th-century England,and reveals its interactions with and in-
fluences on politics. It was found that “mirrors for princes” in the 15th-century England,as a common text in Western
Europe,was influenced by the dual effects of shaping Christian monarchy in the early Middle Ages and the reintroduc-
tion of classical ideas. Driven by the economic, political, and promotion demands of either side, they were constantly
produced and presented. A unique interpretation logic of formal metaphor and content metaphor was formed. In addi-
tion, “mirrors for princes” was highly intertwined with the real politics of the 15th-century England and played a role in
the power rivalries,so that the writing and ideological connotations subtly changed during the process.

Key words: “mirrors for princes”;context; metaphor;the 15th-century England; political expression
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