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The Role of Intent Information in Legal
Judgment and Moral Judgment

LI Xiao-jing's LONG Chang-quan®, LI Peng®’, LI Hong?
1. Students’ Mental Health Education and Consultation Center , Chongqing Normal University 401331, China ;
2. Faculty of Psychological Science , Southwest University , Chongqging 400715, China ;

Abstract: When evaluating the behavior of others, adults tend to consider the intent information, but there
is some unsteadiness in using the information of the intention. In order to provide an empirical ground to
the research of the cognitive differences and the characteristics of judgment by two different rules, two ex-
periments were used in our study to investigate the role of intent information in the judgment by the rule of
law and the code of morality. We found that moral judgment was affected by intention, but legal judgment
was not, when the behavior had significant negative consequences. In contrast, when the behavior had no
significant negative consequences, both legal judgment and moral judgment were affected by intention,
while moral judgment was not sensitive to the legitimacy of the negative intentions, and legal judgment
was sensitive to it.

Key words: intention; legal judgment; moral judgment; the two-process theory
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