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On Composition of College Students’ Subjective Social
Status Indexes and Their Characteristics

CHENG Gang"*?*, CHEN Yan-hong'?,
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1. Faculty of Psychology, Southwest University , Chongging 400715, China ;
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3. School of Educational Science , Guizhou Normal University s Guiyang 550001, China

Abstract: Subjective social status (SSS) has a great impact on the growth of an individual and on his physi-
cal and mental health. In this study, an SSS index system of college students in China is constructed by lit-
erature analysis and structured interview, and a questionnaire of college students SSS is developed. The
SSS index system consists of seven indexes: interpersonal status, academic achievement, family condition,
social practice ability, talent level, emotional state, and appearance. Two samplings and tests made with
the SSS Scale throughout China have found that the SSS index system of college students built in this stud-
y has good reliability and validity and that this SSS index system, compared with the traditional SSS index
systems, can more fully reflect the characteristics of the contemporary college students. At the same time,
no difference is found in the SSS of college students studying in different areas, and the SSS of freshmen
was significantly lower than that of sophomore, junior and senior students.
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