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An Analysis of the Influencing Factors of

Farmland Inputs in Mountainous Areas

YANG Yu-zhu, SHAO Jing-an., ZHONG Jian-bing

College of Geographical Science ., Chongqging Normal University , Chongging 400047 ., China

Abstract: From the perspectives of nonagricultural transfer of rural labor and livelihood assets, we investi-
gated the influencing factors for farmland inputs in mountainous areas. Taking Chongqing for example, we
adopted the approach of participatory rural appraisal (PRA) to make household survey. Based on the data
sources, we made an intensive study of the characteristics of farmland inputs and quantitatively analyzed
the influencing factors for farmland inputs in the research areas, using the stepwise regression mode and
Tobit model. The results indicated that labor input of Wushan was prominent; the capital investment of
Wulong was higher than that of the other two counties studied; whereas the farmland land of Youyang was
the least one. In general, labor inputs accounted for 80. 83% of the total inputs and yield-increasing inputs
were 3 times as much as labor inputs. The ten selected indicators of livelihoods asset types (except the av-
erage education level of labors) influenced farmland input from one or more aspects significantly. The type
of a households livelihood was shown to be the dominant factor of the amount and direction of farmland in-
put. The degree of reliance on farming produce of a household had an important influence on its farmland
input. Encouragement of yield-increase-oriented input and labor-saving-oriented input was a helpful guid-
ance to the cultivated land transfer and sustainable investment.

Key words: farmland input; nonagricultural transfer of rural labor; livelihood assets; stepwise regression

analysis; Tobit model
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