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The Influence of Rural Households’ Participation on the
Quantity of Land Consolidation Projects in Hilly Areas

CHEN Cheng-long', GAO Ming', LV Zheng',
DENG Wei’, WANG Dan’

1. School of Resources and Environment s Southwest University s Chongqing 400716 , China ;
2. Chongqing Municipal Bureau of Land Resources and Housing Management, Chongqging 400015, China ;
3. Chonggqing Institute of Geology & Mineral Resources, Chongqing 400042 , China

Abstract: Rural households’ participation will exert considerable impact on land consolidation projects at
different stages. However, rare attention has been paid to quantitative analysis of the differences between
land consolidation projects with rural households’ participation and those without it. In order to provide
useful information for better participation of rural households in future land consolidation projects and for
optimizing their planning and design, in a study reported in this paper six land consolidation projects with/
without rural households’ participation in hilly areas were selected, and analyses were conducted from
three aspects: road project, irrigation and water conservancy project and land leveling. The results showed
that in hilly areas there were more major production roads and drainage ditches in the farmer household
participation group, and the maintenance of ponds received more attention, but there were more major ru-
ral roads, sloping land terracing and newly built water conservancy facilities in the non-farmer household
participation group. The production roads obtained the best optimization effect in terms of the changes in
the condition of farm household participation. The most obvious effect of production roads and drainage
ditches was on the paddy fields, which imposed positive effects on farmer’s cultivation in paddy fields. This
indicated that farmer household’ participation made the production roads layout more reasonable and paddy
production more secured, which fit the farming characteristics of the local farmer households in hilly areas.
After land consolidation, the average growth of field roads, the mean value of increased radiation range of
field roads and the average ratio of slope terracing in the farm household participation group were lower
than those of the non-farm household participation group. Farm households didn’t support or even opposed
these kinds of projects, for the current compensation and supervision systems are to be improved, and
some farmers worry about their individual interests.

Key words: rural household; land consolidation; project quantity; influence
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