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Accompanying Seed Plant of Paphiopedilum micranthum
Community in Southeast of Yunnan

LI Zong-yan', LI Ming-yang”
1. College of Architecture and Landscape ., Southwest Forestry University , Kunming 650224 , Yunnan Province, China;

2. College of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture s Southwest University , Chongqing 400716 , China

Abstract: Paphiopedilum micranthum is a rare and endangered species, which is listed as one of the first
class national protected plants. A wild investigation has been carried out to study community features of
P. micranthum distributed in southeast of Yunnan. The results show that P. micranthum grow in the
stable secondary bush-woods, evergreen broadleaved and deciduous broadleaved vegetation in limestone re-
gion. It is distributed from the upper part to top of the schattenseite, often in high altitude and abrupt
slope. Aggregation distribution is very typical phenomena in the wet, enriched litter layer and proper light
shunning areas. There are so many different compositions in P. micranthum community, which has an
areal disjunct distribution feature from south-subtropical to mid-subtropical. The floral composition can be
divided into 14 areal types. 57. 75% of the genera are the tropical elements with dominant elements of Pan-
tropic and Trop. Asia; 40. 84 % are the temperate elements with dominant elements of North Temperature
and E Asia. That fully illustrates that its habitat has a transitional feature from subtropical to temperate
and its flora is old with many relic species. There are dominant plants existing in arbor, shrub and herb
layer of community. P. micranthum has stable companion species with genus Cyclobalanopsis, Ficus,
Myrsine, Sophora, Smilax, Spiraea, Sinarundinaria, Anoectochilus, Pholidota, Coelogyne, Rubia
and Ainsliaea. They can be looked as indicator plants.

Key words: southeast of Yunnan; endangered species; Paphiopedilum micranthum ; communit
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