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Reasons of Cultivated Land Abandonment in
Hilly Areas Based on Perspective of Farmers

LEI Kun, YAN Jian-zhong, HE Wei-feng

College of Resources and Environment s Southwest University , Chongqing 400716 , China

Abstract: In recent years, the phenomenon of cultivated land abandonment has become a great concern in
academia, as it makes the already tense contradiction between land use and people more prominent. This
paper analyzed the reasons of cultivated land abandonment under the perspective of farmers. The method of
participatory rural appraisal (PRA) was adopted in this study. Household survey was made at three dis-
tricts and counties in east Chongqging and 975 valid questionnaires were obtained. A binary logistic regres-
sion model was employed to explain the reasons of cultivated land abandonment. The results indicated
that: (1) Cultivated land abandonment was found to exist extensively throughout the area. (2) Economic
factors were the main reason of cultivated land abandonment. (3) The positional condition of cultivated
land impacts cultivated land abandonment in hilly area.

Key words: cultivated land abandonment; farmers; impact factors; hilly area; Chongqing
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