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The Effect of Supraliminal and Subliminal Reward Information

on Conscious and Unconscious Response Inhibition

ZHENG Yan', Cody Ding'?, DIAO Liu-ting', YANG Dong'

1. Faculty of Psychology, Southwest University , Chongqing400715, China;
2. University of Missouri St. Louis, Saint Louis 63121, USA

Abstract: This study systematically investigated whether supraliminally and subliminally perceived reward
information could influence consciously and unconsciously triggered executive functions with two experi-
ments. The results of Experiment 1 showed that participants elicited greater consciously triggered response
inhibition for high-value reward, regardless of whether the rewards were consciously perceived. Confirming
the results showed by Experiment 1, the Experiment 2 indicated that participants elicited greater uncon-
sciously triggered response inhibition for high-value reward when rewards were presented supraliminally.
However, the facilitated performance was not observed when rewards were presented subliminally. In con-
clusion, supraliminal and subliminal reward elicited similar effects on consciously triggered response inhi-
bition and had distinct influence on unconsciously triggered response inhibition.

Key words: supraliminal reward; subliminal reward; unconscious processing; response inhibition
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