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Research on the Structural Features and Differences of Farmers’
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Abstract: A number of studies examine the relationship between famers’ livelihood capitals and livelihood
strategies both at home and abroad. However, we know much less about the structural features and differ-
ences of famers’ livelihood capitals under different livelihood strategies. Besides, most of the quantitative
studies on livelihoods have adopted subjective value assignment method with few of them classified as pure
quantitative researches. Using a sustainable livelihoods approach and survey data from farmers in moun-
tainous and upland areas of Sichuan province, this study has conducted empirical analysis on the livelihood
strategies and features for famers as well as the structural features and differences for the livelihood cap-
itals under different types of livelihood strategies. The results show that; O According to sources and a-
mount of the family income., famers’ livelihood strategies can be divided into four categories, which are
pluriactive type, agricultural type, diversified business type and supporting type; @ structures of farmers’
livelihood capitals under above four livelihood strategies have demonstrated an incremental and extending
trend from supporting type farmers to agricultural type, pluriactive type and diversified business type; @
looking at physical capital, financial capital and social capital alone, there are significant differences be-
tween farmers of diversified-business type and farmers of the other three types, whereas there is no signifi-
cant difference between agricultural type farmers and supporting type farmers; with regard to human cap-
ital, while farmers of diversified business type are not significantly different from pluriactive type, they are
remarkably different from agricultural type and supporting type. But no distinct differences are laying be-
tween the latter two; in terms of natural capital, agricultural type farmers are distinctly different from
supporting type farmers, while there are no significant differences among the rest types of farmers.

Key words: famers’ livelihood; livelihood strategy; livelihood capital; structure of livelihood capital;

differences in livelihood capital; Sichuan province; China
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