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Research Progress and Realistic Role for
Reference in Farmland Fallowing

JIANG Juan-li, YANG Qing-yuan, YAN Jian-zhong

School of Geographical Sciences, Southwest University /School of Economics and Management ,

Southwest University s Chongging 400715, China

Abstract: Fallowing as a way of farmland use has a long history. Research on fallowing as a system of
farmland use has gained substantial achievements in the United States of America, European countries and
Japan. Adopting the literature research and comparative research methods, this paper presents a review of
previous studies on such aspects of fallowing system as the goal of fallowing, application procedures and
mechanisms for fallowing, the scale and spatial distribution of fallowing. fallowing benefit evaluation and
empirical research on regional fallowing in the mainland of China, and summarizes the fallowing experience
and system features of various countries. It is found that (1) the experience and system features have pro-
vided a logical starting point and system reference for fallowing system that is expected to be implemented
in our country, but explorations on application procedures, technologies, compensation and supervision re-
main to be enhanced; (2) by recourse to extant achievements and practical experience, our country cur-
rently still needs to explore a fallowing system for farmland that suits our national situations. Especially in
the implementation of fallowing system, prudent evaluation of positive and negative effects of farmland
fallowing on food security should be carried out, and the system must be designed taking into consideration
factors including scattered farmlands and small-scale peasant economy in our country, and the fallowing
mode is also required to be adjusted to local conditions and regionalized.

Key words: farmland fallowing; fallowing system; research progress; realistic role for reference
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