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Study on the Class Identify of Migrant Workers and Its

Influencing Factors in the Process of Urbanization
——An Empirical Study Based on CGSS 2013

ZHANG Wei-guo, YANG Yu-rong, XIE Peng, GAO Jing

School of Economics and Management, Southwest University , Chongging 400715, China

Abstract; Migrant worker citizenization is the core problem of urbanization, and the integration of the ideas
and consciousness of the migrant workers into urban life is an important indicator of their acquiring citizen-
ship. Based on the theory of class identity and starting from the perspective of migrant workers’ class iden-
tity, this paper describes the status and its major determinant factors. It outlines five major influencing
factors (human capital, position value, economic strength, life perception and parents’ status) and 14 sub-
factors. An analysis of the data of China General Social Survey 2013 (CGSS2013) shows that human cap-
ital, position value, economic strength and life perception of migrant workers have a significant positive
impact on their class identification, but the relationship between the parents’ status and the class identity
of migrant workers is not significant. At a more concrete level, this research suggests that the two factors
of social attitude and income level contribute much to the class identity of migrant workers, and migrant
workers’ demographic features such as gender also influence their class identity.

Key words: migrant worker; class identity; influencing factor
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