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The Characteristics of the Development of the
Visceral Organs of the Tibetan Pig in Ganzi of Sichuan

HUANG Wen-yao', ZHANG Hui-yu*, LI Ping’, YU Xian-qiong*,
WU Jian-ping’, LIU Hai-feng', SHUAI Su-rong'
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Abstract; In a study reported in this paper, the development characteristics of the visceral organs of the Ti-
betan pig in Ganzi Prefecture of Tibetan Autonomous Region were investigated from the respect of their
weight gain and organization structure. The results showed that the Tibetan pig had to adapt to the harsh
environments-high altitude, hypoxia, cold and self-foraging-in Ganzi, the growth and development of its
visceral organs were quite unique in character. Of its visceral organs the lung matured the earliest, fol-
lowed in order by the pancreas, the small intestine, the kidney, the liver, the heart, the stomach and the
large intestine. The growth of the pancreas occurred synchronically with its functional differentiation and
this organ matured when the pig was , 7 months old. The growth peaks of the liver, the stomach and the
small intestine appeared before the pig was 3 months old, and the organization structure was basically
steady when the pig was 7 months old. The organization structures of the stomach and the small intestine
were stabilized when the pig was 10 months old while the large intestine kept growing at 13 months.

Key words: Tibetan pig; visceral organ; development characteristic
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