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Understanding Household Livelihood Strategies in
Rural Chongqing: A Livelihood Activity Perspective

CHEN Fang, YAN Jian-zhong, LI Hui-lian

School of Resources and Environment, Southwest University , Chongqing 400716 , China

Abstract: At present, in studies about farmer household livelihood strategies, most domestic scholars gen-
erally categorize farmer households according to the sources of their income, and ignore their livelihood ac-
tivities. In a study reported in this paper, 24 villages in 5 counties of Chongqing were taken as the study ar-
eas, and the two-step clustering method was employed to give an objective and quantitative categorization
of farmer households. The results indicated that compared with the traditional method which divided the
types of farmer households by the sources of their income, the two-step clustering method could not only
reflect the degree of their non-agricultural employment, but also reflect the differences of the farmer
household’s concurrent business behaviors. And reasonable classification of farmer household livelihood
strategies was also helpful to reveal the influencing factors of farmer household livelihood strategies. Final-
ly, according to different types of farmer households, the authors put forward some suggestions to im-
prove farmers’ livelihood.

Key words: livelihood strategy; two-step clustering method; Chongqing

REHE o M



BHERXFFHROAAAFZR http://xbbjb. swu. edu. cn % 39 %




