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A Research of the Change of “Economic Man” to

“Ecological Man” in Enterprise Pollution Control Behavior

ZHANG Lu, WANG Chong

Business School , Xi’an International Studies University s Xi’an 710000, China

Abstract: For an “economic man”, the pursuit of maximum profit is the only objective of an enterprise in
its production and operation. However, in this process, the behavior of the enterprise poses a great threat
and destruction to the natural environment. Any enterprise must gradually change from an “economic
man” to an “ecological man”, and consciously protect the natural environment. This paper makes a major
revision for the Hypothesis of Economic Man proposed by Adam Smith, and then proposes a Hypothesis of
Ecological Man of its own and establishes game models of the enterprise pollution control behavior under
the two hypotheses. A comparative analysis shows that the Hypothesis of Ecological Man represents a sup-
plement and optimization of the Hypothesis of Economic Man and that the problem of enterprise pollution
governance can be solved more effectively with the Hypothesis of Economic Man.

Key words: economic man; ecological man; change; pollution control; game analysis
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