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Spatial and Temporal Evolution of Mosques

Based on GIS in Qinghai Province

ZHU Li-tao', SU Hui-min', ZHANG Ping®’, LI Zheng-wei'

1. School of Geography and Tourism , Shanxi Normal University , Xi’an 710119, China ;
2. College of History , Capital Normal University , Beijing 100048 s China

Abstract: Based on the theory of religious geography, this paper takes the Qinghai mosque as the research
object, and uses the spatial analysis method to study the temporal and spatial evolution characteristics of
the Islamic mosque culture spread in Qinghai province. The results show that the number of mosques in
Qinghai Province fluctuates with time. According to the characteristics of the growth curve can be divided
into four stages: the slow growth stage of the Yuan and Ming Dynasties, the stage of the fluctuation of the
Qing Dynasty, the steady growth period of the Republic of China and the disorderly growth stage in mod-
ern times. With the evolution of history, the center of gravity movement of the mosque is not much. The
center of gravity movement distance is decreasing. The moving direction is southeast-northwest-southwest
movement trend. The mosque in the eastern part of Qinghai to form a “single-core gathering” and was “ra-
diation” communication development model. Its distribution is highly concentrated in the people and the
Hui Autonomous County, Huilong County Autonomous County, Datong Hui Autonomous County, Xun-
hua Salar Autonomous County. That is 70% of the province’s mosques are located in Qinghai 1. 4% of the
region. The distribution of the mosque is maintained at a high degree of autocorrelation, and the degree of
aggregation is fluctuating. Among them, the eastern part of Qinghai, Huilong County Autonomous Coun-
ty, Xunhua Sala Autonomous County. People’s Republic of China and Xinjiang Autonomous County are
stable mosques high density gathering area, southwest and northwest counties (cities). For the unstable
mosque low density aggregation area, low-low aggregation type was “flaky” distribution.

Key words: mosque; spatial and temporal evolution; center of gravity; spatial autocorrelation; Qinghai
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