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The Effect of Family Socioeconomic Status
on Children’s Academic Achievements:
The Mediate Role of General Psychological Suzhi

WU Li-li's, ZHANG Da-jun', CHENG Gang’, WANG Xin-qgiang®
1. Faculty of Psychology . Research Center of Mental Health Education, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China ;

2. School of Educational Science, Guizhou Normal University s Guiyang 550025, China ;
3. School of Psychology , Jiangxi Normal University s, Nanchang 330022, China

Abstract: This study investigated the psychological mechanisms underlying the relationship between family
socioeconomic status (family SES) and children’s academic achievements from the perspective of bifactor
model of psychological suzhi. Participants were 891 children from two elementary schools in Chengdu, 8 —
13 years on average (M =10.82, SD=1.26), who attended the 3rd-6th grade. The children provided self-
report on psychological suzhi, whereas their parents reported on family SES. Data analysis of SES, inclu-
ding structural equation modelling (SEM), employed to test the mediation effect of general psychological
sushi revealed that family SES could positively predict children’s achievements and that family SES indi-
rectly affected children’s academic achievements through general psychological suzhi. Multi-group analysis
indicated that the direct and indirect effects of family SES on academic achievements were invariant across sex.

Key words: children; family socioeconomic status; general psychological suzhi; academic achievement
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