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Study of the Evolution of Donghu Park
Water System in Xinfan of Sichuan

LIU Lei, LUO Hao, LING Yuan-yuan

School of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture , Southwest University s Chongqing 400715, China

Abstract: Taking “spatial interpretation of historical maps” as the technical means. and starting from the
aspects of urban water system and garden water source, garden building and water system form and pat-
tern, this paper makes a systematic study of the evolution process of Donghu water system in accordance
with Tang and Song Dynasties, Ming and Qing Dynasties, the period of Republic of China and the modern
time period. And the characteristics of water system evolution are summarized from three aspects: the re-
lationship between the urban water system and the garden, the spatial and functional changes of the sur-
rounding buildings and the improvement of the water system pattern. In their spatial structure, the urban
water system and Donghu Lake have undergone four stages: improvement, destruction, reconstruction
and separation. And in these four stages, Donghu Lake has been involved in the system of the whole urban
ecosystem, and has experienced the changes of the ecological functions of fusion, maintenance, integration
and disengagement. The building space layout around the water system have undergone four stages: the
scenic space staggered distribution, memorial space arrangement along the banks, the scenic space of the
leading core, and memorial space throughout the axis, and the building functions around the water system
have experienced the changes from the coexistence of the memorial and sightseeing functions to the memo-
rial and sightseeing enhancement, to memorial weakening and to memorial recovery. These changes have
turned Donghu Lake from a garden of government offices into a public garden. The spatial pattern of Dong-
hu Lake water system has changed from the basic pattern of a single water body to the rich pattern of the
river and canal streams. Finally, some advice is given from the two aspects of the ecological integration of
urban and garden water systems and the protection of the landscape water system itself.

Key words: Donghu Park; spatial interpretation of historical maps; water system evolution; evolution

characteristics
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