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The Comparable Research of Chinese Traditional
Painting Water and Water Landscape Practice
in China’s Ancient Gardens

LI Yi-cheng'®, ZHU Nan-yan®, LI Zijie's, CHENG Yu-ning”

1. School of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture , Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China ;
2. School of Architecture s Southwest University , Nanjing 210096 , China ;
3. College of Landscape Architecture, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University s Fuzhou 350002 , China

Abstract: The developing characters of the triunity with landscape painting, landscape poetry and land-
scape garden which begun from the Jin dynasty (265-420 A. D. ) in China promotes the mutual penetration
and inspiration between Chinese traditional landscape painting and landscape architecture theory. As an
important landscape element in garden designing activities, water is inspired from the traditional painting
water theory such as being well organized, learning from true water, using the surrounding materials, etc.
In creating a beautiful garden space which has both spaciousness and profundity in landscape designing and
is mixed with real or virtual, it is important to emphasize the planning and treatment of the end of water
such as the water source, the nozzle and the tail, to figure different water environments, and to coordinate
terrain, buildings. plants and other types of sceneries. In the contemporary world, it is urgent to improve
our cultural consciousness. Not only does seeking the wisdom of landscape architecture from Chinese tradi-
tional painting theory have definite realistic value, it also is of great significance to the inheritance and in-
novation of traditional art theory.

Key words: painting water theory; gardening; water designing
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