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Livelihood Vulnerability of Poor Farmers in the
Three Gorges Reservoir Region Under the

Background of Ecological Degradation
—A Case Study on the Fengjie County in Chongqing

MA Ting', WANG Yong's LIAO Heping’s LI Tao’

1. School of Geographical Sciences, Southwest University , Chongging 400715, China ;
2. Southwest University Center for Targeted Poverty Alleviation and Regional Development

Assessment , Chongging 400715, China

Abstract: The Three Gorges Reservoir Region is a complex region with fragile ecological environment and
multidimensional poverty. Ecological degradation seriously affects the livelihood of poor farmers in the re-
gion. The study of the livelihood vulnerability of poor farmers in the region is helpful to analyze its charac-
teristics and main influencing factors and to provide a theoretical basis for ecological environment protec-
tion and poverty reduction measures in the Three Gorges Reservoir Region. Taking Fengjie County of
Chongqing as the research area, based on 1496 poverty household questionnaires and 60 village cadre ques-
tionnaires, this paper establishes an index system for evaluating the livelihood vulnerability of poor farm-
ers in this region. A comprehensive evaluation index model is used to evaluate the livelihood vulnerability
of poor farmers in Fengjie County. The results of the study show that the low-income farmers, pure agri-
cultural households farmers and farmers in the area of extreme ecological degradation are the most affected
by ecological degradation; that rocky desertification and soil erosion are the main factors affecting the live-
lihood vulnerability of poor farmers in Fengjie County; and that the key to reduce the livelihood vulnerabil-
ity of poor farmers in areas with serious ecological degradation is to protect the ecological environment, re-
store it, and further guide the poor farmers to diversify their livelihood ways and improve their adaptability
through relevant poverty alleviation policies.
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