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Study on Characteristics and Protection of Public Space in

Longxi Ancient Town Based on Landscape Graphic Language

CAI Li', LIU Lei's LUO Hao*, LI Yi-cheng'

1. School of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture , Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China ;
2. College of Landscape Architecture , Sichuan Agriculture University , Chengdu 611130, China

Abstract: Landscape graphic language is a process of revealing the public space from landscape elements
and spatial units to spatial combinations. It has the advantages of directness and logic in spatial interpreta-
tion. Using the research method of landscape language. the authors of this paper divide the public space of
Longxi Ancient Town into linear space, square-shaped block space and free block space, and summarize
the vocabulary to 47 landscape element patterns, 25 spatial unit patterns and 9 space combination patterns.
By analyzing the vocabulary, the quantitative features of the free-form schema at most and the functional
features of the class-like schema with the most humanistic value are obtained. Lexical analysis shows that
the characteristics of the public space of Longxi Ancient Town are mainly composed of superimposed space
and street space as the skeleton. Syntax analysis indicates that the properties of public space change with
time, but the nature of the dock and the shape of the street space are unchanged; the order of the public
space is more abundant with time, and the closed space is more; the spatial pattern of the natural land-
scape, two-vertical and two-horizon public space pattern and the cluster building spatial pattern are stable
and unchanged. Taking the above-mentioned characteristics into consideration, the authors propose that
the diversity of elements be increased, the square space be preserved and the natural space be trimmed, the
superposition space combination be increased and the street space be protected, the space tense be respec-
ted and the spatial sequence be increased, and the overall pattern be protected.

Key words: Longxi Ancient Town; landscape language; public space characteristics; protect
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