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The Relationship Between Family Socioeconomic Status and
Class Peer Status: The Mediating Role of Parental

Education Involvement and Psychological Suzhi

CHENG Gang', LIN Nan's, ZHANG Wen',
LONG NYU', XIE Ting's ZHANG Da-jun’

1. School of Psychology, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550025, China;
2. Faculty of Psychology. Research Center of Mental Health Education, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China

Abstract: To explore the role of parental education involvement and psychological suzhi in the relationship
between the socioeconomic status (SES) of the middle school students’ families and their peers status in
the class, 1 724 middle school students were investigated with Questionnaire of the Family Socioeconomic
Status, Questionnaire of Middle School Students’ Psychological Suzhi Scale (simplified version), Ques-
tionnaire of Parental Education Involvement and Questionnaire of Class Peer Status. The results showed
that a significant positive correlation existed between family SES, psychological suzhi and class peer status
of middle school students, and parental education involvement was in a significant positive correlation with
family SES and psychological sushi; that parental education involvement and psychological suzhi played a
chain intermediary role in the relationship between family SES and class peer status of middle school
students; and that in addition to the above-mentioned chain intermediary role, family SES also directly af-
fected the formation of peer status of middle school students, and some indirect effects were realized
through the influence of psychological suzhi. The authors point out that this study not only deepens the
understanding of family stress model and family investment model, but also extends the understanding of
the role of psychological suzhi in the formation of class peer status. Finally, based on the results of this
study, they hold that for the middle school students with poor SES in their families, if they cannot im-
prove their material living conditions in the short term, they can enhance their parents’ involvement in ed-
ucation to make up for and counteract some adverse effects caused by poor family conditions, thus achie-
ving the purpose of promoting their physical and mental development.

Key words: family socioeconomic status; psychological suzhi; parental education involvement; class peer

status
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