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Does the Expansion of Development Zones
Promote Regional Economic Growth?
—Based on a Comparative Analysis from the

Macro- and Meso-Perspectives

ZHANG Ke-yong, WANG Wei-qi

School of Economics and Management, North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China

Abstract: The practice of establishing development zones to promote regional economic development has a
history of nearly 40 yearsin China. In 2003, the Chinese government started to rectify the irrational growth
of development zones in the country, but no consensus has been reached since then on whether the expan-
sion of the development zone should be restricted at the present stage. Taking into consideration the spa-
tial correlation effect between provinces and cities, the authors use the gravity model in this study to con-
struct a space weight matrix. Through a comparative analysis between macro-level (national high-tech de-
velopment zone) and meso-level (Shanxi development zone), they study the direct and indirect effects of
national-level development zones and provincial-level development zones on local economies and discuss
whether there is a need to increase the number of development zones at this stage. The research results
show that the expansion of national high-tech development zones has promoted the economic growth of the
provinces, and the expansion of the Shanxi Development Zone has brought about some negative effects.
Therefore, the research suggests that some under developed areas similar to Shanxi should not expand the
number of development zones without restriction, and that the construction of development zones should
be compatible with the economic development of the region.

Key words: national Hi-tech development zone; Shanxi development zone; spatial Dubin model; the gravi-

ty model; the coverage ratio of development zones
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