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Cultural Poverty in Chinese Provinces
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Abstract: Cultural poverty is a major problem in fighting against poverty and building a moderately pros-
perous society in all respects. Eliminating cultural poverty can alleviate the contradictions of unbalanced
development between regions caused by cultural asymmetry and accelerate the process of building a beauti-
ful China. This article summarizes the relevant theories of cultural poverty, defines its basic connotation,
and constructs a four-dimensional cultural poverty measurement index system that includes material re-
sources, science and technology, institutional improvement and behavioral methods. The cultural poverty
measurement model, the method of coefficient of variation, the analytic hierarchy process (AHP) and spa-
tial autocorrelation analysis are used to explore the cultural poverty levels and their spatial correlation pat-
terns in 31 provinces across in 2017. The results show that the national average cultural poverty index is
0. 657, and the poverty degree is deep. Science and technology are the shortcomings that need to be im-
proved immediately. Generally, cultural poverty shows a gradual increase from the eastern region to the
western region. The polarization of the poverty index of each dimension is severe and the spatial distribu-
tion is relatively scattered. The provinces with similar cultural poverty indexes of high or low figures are
significantly clustered in geographic areas. The high-high correlation of cultural poverty is mainly in the
northwesternand southwesternregion, and the low-low correlation is mainly in east China. Finally, sug-
gestions and scientific references are put forward for the above issues.

Key words: cultural poverty; cultural poverty index; spatial pattern
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