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Resource Endowment and Ability Level of
Farmer Households as Related to Their Participation
on Characteristic Agriculture Management
—Based on a Survey of Filed Poor

Farmer Households in Wuling Mountain Area

. . 1 ~ . 2
TIAN Yi-piao's, ZHANG Wei-guo
1. Institute of Economic Research, Dali University s Dali Yunnan 671003 s China ;

2. School of Economics and Management, Southwest University s Chongging 400715, China

Abstract; Developing a characteristic agriculture is a critical measure for a poor area to realize an overall re-
gional poverty eradication, and participation in the management of characteristic agriculture is an impor-
tant way for poor farmer households to get rid of poverty and become prosperous. Based on the survey da-
ta of filed poor farmer households in a characteristic vegetable growing region in the Wuling Mountain Are-
a, an empirical analysis is made in this paper to study the influences of their resource endowment and par-
ticipation ability on their participation in characteristic agriculture management. The results show that hu-
man capital, economic capital and natural capital endowment have significant influence on farmers’ partici-
pation in characteristic agricultural management. Skills training and household net income have significant
negative effects, while household savings and land area have significant positive effects on their participa-
tion in characteristic agricultural management. The decision-making behavior of farmers participating in
characteristic agricultural operation is characterized by a significant ability dependence, which is mainly re-
flected in the dependence on objective ability. A comparison of the situations of farmers with different abil-
ity levels shows that the influence of resource endowment on farmers’ participation in characteristic agri-
cultural management does not differ greatly for their different ability levels. In this case ., the farmers’
participation in decision-making will depend more on their own ability, but with the improvement of ability
level, the dependence of farmer household will decrease gradually.

Key words: resource endowment; participation ability; characteristic agriculture; Wuling Mountain area;

filed poor household

REHE A 4



