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A Study of the Influencing Factors of Farmers’ Ecological
Farming Behavior Under Intergenerational Differences

—Based on 2 068 Questionnaires in Jiangxi Province

ZHANG Yu-qin's CHEN Mei-qiu',
KUANG Fo-yuan'?, LAI Zhao-hao'

1. Research Center on Rural Land Resources Use and Protection / The Key Laboratory of Poyang Lake Basin
Agricultural Resources and Ecology , Jiangxi Agriculture University , Nanchang 330045, China ;
2. Department of Geography » Beijing Normal University s Beijing 100875 , China

Abstract: Intergenerational population differentiation is an increasingly obvious social phenomenon in the
rural areas of China. In order to provide reference for policy formulation by the government agencies to im-
prove the farmers’ ecological cultivation enthusiasm, a study was conducted to explore the influence of in-
tergenerational differences on the ecological farming behavior of farmers, in which the methods of AHP
and OLS regression were used to empirically analyze the survey data of 2068 farmers in Jiangxi Province.
The results showed that there were obvious differences in the factors affecting the ecological farming be-
havior of the two generations of farmers; gender, ecological farming cognition and information source were
the key factors affecting their ecological farming behavior; the male had stronger ecological farming behav-
ior than the female; ecological farming cognitionandinformation source could promote farmers’ ecological
farming behavior; the senior-generation farmerswere also limited by their years of farming, area under cul-
tivation and education level. As a whole, the younger-generation farmers had fewer years of farming,
greater cultivation area and higher education level, and thus showed better ecological farming behavior. In
conclusion, there are more encouragement means to encourage the ecological farming behaviors of the sen-
ior generation, and the encouragement means for the younger generation are equally applicable to the sen-
ior-generation farmers. The government should strengthen the incentives for the ecological farming behav-
ior of women and senior-generation farmers.
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