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The Influence of Cognitive Style on the

Learning of Both Sides of Communication

ZHANG Heng-chao

Department of Psychology , School of Law , Tianjin University of Commerce , Tianjin 300134 , China

Abstract: In a study reported in this paper, communication learning tasks and individual transfer tasks
were arranged and three types of field cognitive styles were set up to explore the influence of cognitive style
on the learning of both sides of communication. The results showed that in view of the comparison of cog-
nitive styles, the learning advantage of the high score subjects in the middle group in the early period of
communication was the most obvious, the disadvantage of the low score subjects in the field-dependent
group appeared the most obvious, andat the end of learning, both sides of the field-dependent group
showed learning disadvantage; that in view of the learning consistency between the two sides, the low
score subjects showed the learning advantages in the early period under the condition of field independence
and the high score subjects had obvious advantages in the middle and late periods. and the high score group
showed learning advantages in the first half under the condition of middle group and the high score subjects
showed a significant learning advantage in the second half under the condition of field dependence; and that
the selective attention level of the field-dependent group was significantly lower than that of the middle
group. The above results suggested that field-dependent communication learners have lower learning level.

Key words: cognitive style; communication; learning; field dependence; field independence
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