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A Comparative Study of Propagating Camellia sinensis var.

assamica with Long or Short Cuttings
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Abstract: Cuttage propagation is a widely used method for asexual propagation of tea plant (Camellia
sinensis). At present, long cuttings (hardwood cuttings with two or more eyes) and short cuttings (one-
eye cuttings) are usually used in practice. In this study, five cultivars of C. sinensis var. assamica, inclu-
ding Aifeng, Yungui, Pucha #1, Pucha # 2 and Zijuan, were used as materials, and the two types of cut-
tings were compared. The results showed that it took shorter time for the long cuttings of all the five cul-
tivars to root than the short cuttings, and that their number of roots 2 cm or more long, maximum length
of roots, number of leaves, plant height and stem diameter of the long cuttings were greater than those of
the short cuttings. In addition, it took 150. 4 d for the long cuttings to grow into nursery stock of National
Class Il while 245. 2 d was necessary for the short cuttings to do it, and the percentage of the stock suit-
able for transplanting was higher for the former than for the latter. In conclusion, long cuttings are more
advantageous than short cuttings for fast stock propagation of tea plants.

Key words: tea cultivation; Camellia sinensis var. assamica; cutting; comparative analysis
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