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Spatial Pattern and Differentiation of High-Quality
Development of Five Major Economic Zones in
Sichuan Province on the County Scale

YANG Xue-ting', XU Xiao-jun's, CHEN Xi-yong’, QIU Xiao-ping’
1. Research Center of Sichuan County Economy Development, Mianyang Teachers’ College ,
Mianyang Sichuan 621000 , China ;
2. School of Economics, Sichuan University of Science & Engineering, Zigong Sichuan 643000, China ;

The Faculty of Geography and Resource Sciences . Sichuan Normal University , Chengdu 610101, China

Abstract: Promoting the high-quality development of counties is the key to consolidate the foundation of
regional economy in China. Based on the latest development principle of innovation, coordination, green,
opening, sharing and economic foundation, a high-quality development assessment indicator system,
which includes 38 indicators in 6 sections, is constructed in this paper. It empirically analyzes the high-
quality development level, regional difference and spatial pattern in five economic zones of Sichuan Prov-
ince based on the data of 183 counties. The results show that comprehensive level of high-quality develop-
ment presents a gradient picture, from high to low as Plain Economic Zone, Northeast Economic Zone,
South Economic Zone, Panxi Economic Zone and Northwest Ecological Economic Zone, and both advanta-
ges and disadvantages exist in the five economic zones, and that high-quality development level at county
level in Sichuan is characterized by imbalance and inadequacy, which are most conspicuous in the open and
innovation dimension, and the development level in the Plain Economic Zone is highly unbalanced, which
dominates the regional differences in the whole province. Spatial autocorrelation analysis demonstrates that
there exist two space convergence clubs, namely an HH group and an LL group. The middle part of the
Plain Economic Zone is the high-level aggregation area, the west part of Northwest Economic Zone and the
northeast part of Panxi Economic Zone form low-level balanced areas, and the transition area from plains
to hills and mountains takes on a heterogeneous spatial pattern. Consequently. this study proposes coun-
termeasures to promote regional high-quality coordinated development in three aspects: transforming poli-
cy orientations, constructing multicenter and multilevel core areas, and taking the road of the characteris-
tic development.

Key words: high-quality development; county scale; spatial pattern; regional differentiation
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