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The Disadvantage of Material Desire: The Influence of

Materialism on Prosocial Behaviorsand Its Mechanism
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Abstract: In order to explore the influence of materialism on prosocial behavior and its mechanism, a ques-
tionnaire survey was made to investigate 750 college students in Study 1, and 167 adults were manipulated
to become materialistic in Study 2. The results of both studies were consistent with each other. Material-
ism was found to be negatively correlated with gratitude and prosocial behaviors, and gratitude positively
correlated with prosocial behaviors. Bootstrap program showed that gratitude playeda part in mediating the
relationship between materialism and prosocial behaviors. Nostalgia was shown to moderate the second
half of the mediating process.
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