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Abstract: In order to explore the relationship between the future orientation category characteristics of left-
behind children and their maladjustment conditions including depression, anxiety, problem behavior and
deviant peer affiliation, a total of 1373 left-behind children were surveyed using Future Orientation Ques-
tionnaire, Depression-Anxiety-Stress Self-rating scale, Problem Behavior Frequency Scale and Deviant
Peer Affiliation Questionnaire. The results showed that: (1) Four groups of participants were identified
by using Latent Profile Analysis. The group 1 (11.65%) was at a high level of future cognition, emotion
and will action, The groups 2 (74.58%) and 3 (11.65%) were at medium and low levels of these three fu-
ture orientation dimensions, respectively, while the 4 group (2.11%) was at a high level of future cogni-
tion, but low levels of emotion and will action. (2) The levels of depression, anxiety and problem behav-
ior in group 1, 2 and 3 increased successively. Group 4 had the highest level of anxiety and depression, and
no significant difference with the other three groups on problem behavior. There was no significant differ-
ence in the level of deviant peer affiliation among the four groups. These results have important implica-
tions for the prevention and intervention of maladjustment of left-behind children.
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