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Abstract: Based on the data of China General Social Survey (CGSS) Issue from 2011 — 2017, this paper
empirically analyzes the influence of paternal social status on the income gap between urban and rural resi-
dents, and divides the samples into eastern, central and western samples to analyze the heterogeneity of
the influence of paternal social status on the income gap between urban and rural residents. In addition, u-
sing offspring education as a mediating variable, we examined the mechanism and degree of influence of
paternal social status on income disparity between urban and rural residents. The results of the study show

that: Firstly, the higher the social status of the father's generation, the greater the widening effect on the
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income gap between urban and rural residents, and vice versa. The influence of the social status of the ur-
ban father on the income gap between urban and rural residents is greater than that of the rural father.
Secondly, the effect of paternal social status on the income gap between urban and rural residents is heter-
ogeneous in the eastern, central and western regions. From east to west, the effect of paternal social sta-
tus on the income gap between urban and rural residents increased in order. Thirdly, the education of off-
spring played a mediating effect on the influence of paternal social status on the income gap between urban
and rural residents. The paternal social status enhanced the education level of offspring, which can reduce
the income gap between urban and rural residents to a certain extent. Therefore, we should reform the
household registration system, improve the employment environment, vigorously develop the economy,
reasonably allocate education resources, raise the average level of education, expand the number of years
and scope of compulsory education, tilt the education resources to rural areas, raise the level of human
capital in rural areas, and thus narrowing the income gap between urban and rural residents.

Key words: income gap between urban and rural residents; social status; mediating effect; education
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